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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-10, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Stenman et 
al. (US Patent Number 6,223,029 Bl). 

Regarding claim 1, Stenman teaches an electric device communicable 2035 with a cellular 
phone 2000, comprising: a control unit 2035 that executes operations based on control data 
transmitted from the cellular phone 2000 (see figure 4, col 7 lines 1-26). 
Regarding claim 2, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 comprising an interface 2035 that 
receives the control data, the interface being connectable to a local area network whic kinclude s 
one of a server or a gatewayy ^he control data is transmitted^from the cellular phone 2000 to the 
interface via one of the server and the gateway (col 8 linesV5-67). 
Regarding claim 3, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 further comprising a 
communication unit 830 that receives the control data from the cellular phone 2000 (see figure 
13F). 
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Regarding claim 4, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 wherein the communication unit 
transmits an audio guidance to the cellular phone, and the control data is transmitted from the 
cellular phone in response to the audio guidance (Col 7 lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 5, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 wherein the communication unit 
, receives the control data via a Web service(see figure 8, col 13 lines 48-62). 
Regarding claim 8, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 wherein the communication unit 
receives the control data via a telephone line (col 6 lines 2-11). 

Regarding claim 9, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 wherein the control unit 860 
includes a condition setting unit that sets an operation condition based on the control data 
received from the cellular phone 2000 (see figure 13F, col 12 lines 22-33). 
Regarding claim 10, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 further comprising an image 
forming unit for forming images, wherein the control unit 860 controls the image forming unit 
(printer) based on the control data receive from the cellular phone 2000 (see figures 7, 13F, col 
7 lines 1-24). 

3. Claims 15-23, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chapman et 
al. (US Patent Number 6,522,421 B2). 

Regarding claim 15, Chapman teaches an image forming device 15 comprising: a receiving unit 
that receives data from an external device 1 1 by means other than e-mail (col 3 lines 18-32), the 
data including an e-mail address (col 3 lines 10-19); a detecting unit that detects an e-mail 
address from the data (col 3 lines 33-37); and an output unit that outputs an e-mail message to 
the e-mail address (col 3 lines 37-42). 



Application/Control Number: 09/77 1 ,564 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2686 

Regarding claim 16, Chapman teaches an image forming device 15 (col 3 lines 60-62) wherein 
the data received from the external device 1 1 includes both the e-mail address and specified 
information (col 2 lines 58-63. col 3 lines 32-35), and detecting unit further detects the specified 
information from the data, and the output unit outputs the e-mail message containing information 
corresponding to the specified information (see figure 1, col 2 lines 63-67, col 3 lines 1-18). 
Regarding claim 17, Chapman teaches a system comprising: a print data generating unit 
including: a generating unit that generates print data including document data and command data 
(col 2 lines 47-65), the command data including an e-mail address (col 3 lines 18-20); and a 
communication unit that transmits the print data by means other than e-mail (col 3 lines 20-32); 
and an image forming unit including: a receiving unit that receives the print data from the print 
data generating unit (col 3 lines 33-35) ; and a detecting unit that detects the e-mail address from 
the command data (col 3 lines 1 1-37). 

Regarding claim 18, Chapman Stenman teaches a system according wherein the image forming 
unit 15 (col2 lines 45-50) further includes an e-mail unit that prepares e-mail message including 
a predetermined information (col 3 lines 45-62), and a transmit unit that transmits the e-mail 
message to the e-mail address detected by the detecting unit (col 3 lines 33-60). 
Regarding claim 19, Chapman teaches the system wherein the generating unit generates the print 
data including the command data including both the e-mail address and specified information 
(col 3 lines 40-62), and detecting unit further specifies the specify information from the 
command data (col 2 lines 55-66), and the e-mail unit generates the e-mail message including 
information corresponding to the detected specify information (col 3 lines 33-37). 
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Regarding claim 20, Chapman teaches a system according wherein the generating unit 
automatically includes the specified information (error information)into the command data (col 3 
lines 5-7, lines 20-32). 

Regarding claim 21, Chapman teaches a control method of controlling an electric device 15, 
comprising the steps of: receiving data transmitted from a cellular phone; and controlling a 
control unit 19 of the electric device in accordance with the received data(col 9 3 lines 18-32). 
Regarding claim 22, Chapman teaches a method wherein the control unit 19 changes a mode in 
accordance with the received data in the controlling step (col 3 lines 20-32). 
Regarding claim 23, Chapman teaches a method according wherein the control unit executes an 
image output operation in accordance with the received data in the controlling step(col 3 lines 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 6-7, 12-13, 14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stenman et al. (US Patent Number 6,223,029 Bl) in view Chapman (US Patent Number 
6,522,421 Bl). 

Regarding claim 6, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 wherein the communication unit 
860 transmits and receives data and voice signals from the cellular phone(abstract). Stenman 



40-53). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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fails to teach an electric device 2035 wherein the communication unit 860 transmits and receives 
e-mail messages to and from the cellular phone, and the communication unit receives the control 
data on the e-mail. However Chapman teaches an electric device 2035 wherein the 
communication unit 19 transmits and receives e-mail messages to and from telephone, and the 
communication unit receives the control data on the e-mail (col 3 lines 5-18. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
above teaching of Chapman with Stenman, in order to provide mail system capable of restricting 
the printing of a literal message . 

Regarding claim 7, Stenman fails to teach an electric device 2035 wherein the control unit 860 
appends an identification code to the e-mail message, and the communication unit transmits the 
e-mail message appended with the identification code. However Chapman teaches an electric 
device 15 wherein the control unit 19 appends an identification code to the e-mail message, and 
the communication unit transmits the e-mail message appended with the identification code (col 
3 lines 18-20). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine above teaching of Chapman with Stenman, in order to provide 
mail system capable of restricting the printing of a literal message . 

Regarding claim 12, Stenman fails to teach the electric device further comprising a detecting unit 
wherein the interface further receives another data from an external device by means other than 
e-mail, and a detecting unit that detects an e-mail address from the another data. However 
Chapman teaches the electric device 15 further comprising a detecting unit wherein the interface 
further receives another data from an external device by means other than e-mail, and a detecting 
unit that detects an e-mail address from the another data (col 3 lines 60-67). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
above teaching of Chapman with Stenman, in order to provide security to the user not only for 
sensitivity of the information but also the accessibility and location of the receiving equipment. 
Regarding claim 13, Stenman fails to teach an electric device wherein the interface outputs an e- 
mail message containing a predetermined information to the e-mail address detected by the 
detecting unit. However Chapman teaches an electric device 15 wherein the interface outputs an 
e-mail message containing a predetermined information to the e-mail address detected by the 
detecting unit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine above teaching of Chapman with Stenman, in order to provide 
security to the user not only for sensitivity of the information but also the accessibility and 
location of the receiving equipment. 

Regarding claim 14, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 according wherein the another data 
including the e-mail address and request information, and the detecting unit detects the e-mail 
address and the request information from the another data, and the interface outputs the e-mail 
message including information corresponding to the request information to the e-mail address. 
Chapman teaches an electric device 15 according wherein the another data including the e-mail 
address and request information (col 3 lines 11-21), and the detecting unit detects the e-mail 
address and the request information from the another data (col 3 lines 33-35), and the interface 
outputs the e-mail message including information corresponding to the request information to the 
e-mail address (col 3 lines 40-56). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to combine above teaching of Chapman with Stenman, in 
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order to provide security to the user not only for sensitivity of the information but also the 
accessibility and location of the receiving equipment. 

5. Claim 11, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stenman et al. 
(US Patent Number 6,223,029 Bl) in view Chapman (US Patent Number 6,522,421 Bl) in 
further view of Peyser International publication WO 94/26059. 

Regarding claim 11, Stenman teaches an electric device 2035 further comprising: a connection 
unit that is connected to a plurality of image information generating devices that generate image 
information (col 4 lines 58-67, col 5 lines 1-18, lines 37-44), the connection unit receiving the 
image information from the image information generating devices (col 7 lines 2-24). The 
combination of Stenman and Chapman fails to teach a judging unit that judges whether or not 
the image information is confidential information, the control unit controls the image forming 
unit to form images based on the image information; after the communication unit receives the 
predetermined code. However Peyser teaches a judging unit that judges whether or not the image 
information confidential information, the control unit controls the image forming unit to form 
images based on the image information; after the communication unit receives the predetermined 
code (page 6 lines 13-17, page 7 lines 21-25, page 8 lines 31-35, page 9 lines 5-16). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine above teaching of Peyser to the combination of Stenman and Chapman, in order to 
provide security to the user not only for sensitivity of the information but also the accessibility 
and location of the receiving equipment. 

6. Claims 24-26, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stenman 
et al. (US Patent Number 6,223,029 Bl) in view Chapman (US Patent Number 6,522,421 Bl) 
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Regarding claim 24, Chapman teaches a control method of controlling an image forming 
device, comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving print data from an external device 1 1 (col 3 lines 29-35); 

b) storing the print data in a memory( col 3 lines 35-37); and 

c) executing printing of the print data when a predetermined password (user ID, col 3 lines 18) 
is received from a work station 1 l(col 3 lines 18-25), or by telephone (col 3 lines 60-67, col 4 
line 1). Chapman fails to c) executing printing of the print data from a cellular phone. However 
Stenman teaches c) executing printing of the print data from a cellular phone (col 7 lines 1-24, 
col 15 lines 20-21). ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to combine above teaching of Stenman to Chapman, in order to provide 
security to the user not only for sensitivity of the information but also the accessibility and 
location of the receiving equipment. 

Regarding claim 25, Chapman teaches a controlling method comprising detecting email address 
from the print data. Chapman fails to teach a control method according further comprising the 
step of 

d) detecting a telephone number from the print data, 

e) making a telephone call to the detected telephone number, and 

f) outputting a predetermined audio guidance urging a user of the cellular phone to input 
the predetermined password. Stenman teaches a method of controlling comprising the step of : 
mobile includes a command control module associated with various peripheral device such as 
printer and alarm and vibrator. The mobile can activates a personal alarm to automatically 
contact a predetermined number or an SMS message to a preselected party (col 7 lines 16-24, 
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col 15 lines 20-25), or mobile sends a command for the device to detect the DTMF tone (col 16 
lines 33-35). 

d) detecting a telephone number from a vibrator (col 7 lines 40-47), 

e) making a telephone call to the detected telephone number (col 7 lines 16-24), and 

f) outputting a predetermined audio guidance urging a user of the cellular phone to input 
the predetermined password (col 7 lines 47-59). The above teaching shows that the mobile is 
able to detect the telephone number from the cellular phone as well as .the vibrator. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine above teaching of Stenman to Chapman, in order to provide a mobile with 
dual functionalities such as acting as remote control unit for a variety of peripheral devices. 
Regarding claim 26, Chapman teaches a control method further comprising the step of 
g) detecting an e-mail address from the print data (col 3 lines 10- 19), and h) sending an e-mail 
message to the detected address (col 3 lines 20-33), Chapman teaches the e-mail message urging 
a user of the work station 1 1 input the predetermined password (col 3 lines 10-19, lines 1-35). 
Chapman does not teaches the user controls the device via a cellular phone. However Stenman 
teaches a controlling method that user controls the device via cellular phone. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
above teaching of Stenman to Chapman, in order to enable the mobile to provide dual 
functionalities , and operates as a cellular phone and a remote control unit for a variety of 
peripheral devices. 



Conclusion 
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7. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 

Toyoda (US Patent Number 6,094,277) disclose internet facsimile apparatus and Email 
communication method 

Bentley (US Patent Number 6,591,094) disclose automated user notification 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 703-308-7159. 

The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Bank-Harlod Harold Marsha can be reached on 703-308-5001 . The fax phone 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-5000. 



NM 

September 4, 2003 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



